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GENERAL POLICIES 
of the Core Knowledge® Foundation 

regarding 
TRADEMARK LICENSING AND COPYRIGHT PERMISSIONS  

 
 
 1. The name “Core Knowledge” is a registered U.S. trademark protected by 
federal law for use only by the Core Knowledge Foundation and those licensed to do so 
by the Foundation. “Core Classic” and “Core Chronicle” are registered U.S. trademarks 
as well. 
 
 2. The Core Knowledge logo, five paper dolls dancing in a circle, either in color 
or in black and white, is a registered U.S. trademark protected by federal law for use only 
by the Core Knowledge Foundation and those licensed to do so by the Foundation. 
 
 3. Copyright to the books published by the Core Knowledge Foundation, 
including the Core Knowledge Sequence, the Core Knowledge Preschool Sequence, and 
the Core Knowledge K–8 Monthly Planning Guide, is owned by the Core Knowledge 
Foundation. This copyright grants to the Core Knowledge Foundation all reproduction, 
publication and distribution rights for use of passages from these books in all media of 
any kind, including print, A/V and electronic, as well as the exclusive right to create 
modifications, revisions and all other derivative works. 
 
 4. Copyright to the books published under license by Doubleday/Dell and edited 
by E. D. Hirsch, Jr., namely the series from What Your Kindergartner Needs to Know 
through What Your Sixth Grader Needs to Know is owned by the Core Knowledge 
Foundation, which holds all reproduction rights for use of passages from these books, 
except those passages quoted from and credited to other sources. 
 
 5. Copyright to the brochures and newsletters published by the Core Knowledge 
Foundation is owned by the Core Knowledge Foundation, which holds all reproduction, 
publication and distribution rights for use of passages and articles from these pieces, as 
well as the exclusive right to create modifications, revisions and all other derivative 
works. 
 

THEREFORE,  
6. Since the names “Core Knowledge,” “Core Classics,” and “Core Chronicles” 

are registered trademarks, they may not be used by other individuals, organizations, or 
businesses without prior negotiation and agreement with the Core Knowledge 
Foundation; 

 
7. Since the various logos with a circle of dancing paper dolls are registered 

trademarks, they may not be used by other individuals, organizations, or businesses 
without prior negotiation and agreement with the Core Knowledge Foundation; 

 



8. And since the books published by the Core Knowledge Foundation or edited by 
E. D. Hirsch, Jr., are copyrighted material, they or portions of them may not be used by 
other individuals, organizations, or businesses without prior negotiation and agreement 
with the Core Knowledge Foundation. 

 

 
PROCEDURES 
 
 1. First, determine whether your interest in associating a product with Core 
Knowledge represents a request for a trademark license, a request for permissions to 
reproduce, publish, and/or distribute copyrighted material, or both. 
 
 If you are developing a product that aligns in some way with the content of the 
Core Knowledge Sequence or the Core Knowledge Preschool Sequence, you should 
request trademark licensing. The Core Knowledge Foundation considers applications for 
trademark licensing on a monthly schedule, judging applicants primarily on whether 
product quality and integrity meet Foundation standards. If the Core Knowledge 
Foundation deems your request an example of “fair use” or grants a trademark license to 
you, you will within limits prescribed in the permission document itself have the legal 
right to use the Foundation’s name and, in some cases, its logo on your product(s). 
Without that prior arrangement, use of the name “Core Knowledge” or the Core 
Knowledge logos is strictly forbidden. 
 
 If you are developing a product that uses wording from the contents of Core 
Knowledge books, including the subject headings from the Core Knowledge Sequence, 
you should request copyright permission. If permission is granted to you, you will within 
limits prescribed in the permission document itself have the legal right to reproduce the 
words, phrases, or passages from the books in question and publish and/or distribute your 
product in the specified medium and market. Without that permission, reproduction of 
passages from the Core Knowledge books is strictly forbidden. 
 
 If you are interested in quoting a passage from the contents of one of the Core 
Knowledge books in a publication of your own, you should request copyright permission. 
If permission is granted to you, you will within provisions outlined in the permission 
document itself have the legal right to quote a passage or passages from the books in 
question, subject to credit to the Foundation.  Without that permission, lengthy quotations 
of this nature (more than 100 words long) are strictly forbidden. 
 
 2. Second, depending on your interests, request from the Core Knowledge 
Foundation either the form, “Request for Trademark Licensing,” or the form, “Request 
for Copyright Permission,” or both. 
 
 3. Complete the appropriate form(s) and send your request(s) together with a 
nonrefundable processing fee and a formal letter fully describing your request to the Core 
Knowledge Foundation, Attn: Trademark and Copyright Requests, 801 East High Street, 
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902.  The fee is $50 for a single request, $100 if you are 
requesting both trademark and copyright permissions. 



 
 The formal letter must include, as possible: 
  a clear and full description of the product or project 
  a sample of the product or a representation of the project 
  the intended price of the product 
  the intended market for the product and estimated market size 

the intended channels of distribution 
  clear identification of how and where the Core Knowledge name  

and/or material will appear on or in your product or project 
 
 In a request for copyright permission to quote, please also include the full passage 
of interest, including an accurate citation of its source. 
 
 4. The Core Knowledge Foundation considers requests such as these on a monthly 
basis. Please be patient as you wait for a response to your formal request. Be sure to 
include full contact information, so that any questions arising during the review of your 
request can be answered swiftly. 
 
 5. The Core Knowledge Foundation reserves the right to charge a licensing fee for 
use of its trademarks and/or copyrights.  Relevant criteria in setting the fee are extent of 
use requested, type of product, pricing, scope of marketing/distribution, non-profit status 
of applicant (if applicable). 
 
CONCLUSION 
 

If your case does not fit the categories listed above, please contact the Core 
Knowledge Foundation with further questions. Authors, publishers, manufacturers, and 
vendors who ignore or evade these guidelines or who without prior communication with 
the Core Knowledge Foundation and without its permission market products that include 
any content and/or claim any relation to the Core Knowledge Foundation, the Core 
Knowledge curriculum, or the Core Knowledge Sequence risk legal action on the part of 
the Foundation. 
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